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Even Great Britain found herself in dire straits, and sent
20,000 troops to China from home and from India, and
assembled them at Shanghai. This, however, served but to
stimulate the Chinese and to make negotiations about the
Concessions more difficult than ever. In consequence,
Chamberlain, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, realizing
that he would have to give way instead of using ball-
cartridge, recognized the Wu-han National Government
and opened negotiations. To save further loss of face the
Concessions to Hankow and Kiukiang were returned to the,
Chinese.
Return of the Concessions at Chinkiang, Weihaiwei, and Amqy.
To give way one step is to give way ten. This is especially^
true in China. England had already lost Hankow and
Kiukiang : China was sure to take advantage of her weak-,
ness to deprive her of other Concessions and leased terri-
tories. The expected happened : Chinkiang was the first to
go, in November 1929, the leased territory at Weihaiwei
followed in April 1930, and the Concession at Amoy in
September of the same year. The return of Weihaiwei was
natural enough, as it had been agreed to at the Washington
Conference. Leaving, on one side the effect on England's
prestige, it can hardly be said that the return of these
Concessions and leased territories did not affect her business
interests. The England of the old days would have taken a
very strong line and there might well have been another
Opium War. We can picture to ourselves what she went
through, the British Empire suffering in silence with the
tears running down its cheeks ! It is no exaggeration to say
that England lost her position in China because she had
abandoned the Alliance.
Russia comes south.
Another calamity that befell England was the red hand of
Soviet Russia reaching out to the southward. As has already1
been explained, all the backbone had been taken out of the
Alliance on the ground that Russia, the common enemy, no
longer threatened. But when at last England 'strangled* it,
she had not long to wait before she found herself, such is the
irony of Fate, threatened by the southward advance of the
Red instead of the Imperial Russia.